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An artist's rendering of the Pennsylvania Avenue Newseum; the design will be unveiled formally today.

Cityscape

The Newseum That Fits

Glass-Fronted Design Reflects Well as Metaphor of a Free Press

By Benjamin Forcey
Washington Post Staff Writer

The design of the new Newseum, to be
unveiled formally at a news conference
this morning, is a brash study of contrasts
with the august architecture surrounding
its prominent Pennsylvania Avenue ad-
dress.

It is almost all glass where its neighbors
are almost all stone. It's transparent where
they are opaque, light where they're
heavy, breezily informal where they are at-
tired for a decorous sit-down dinner.

And, oh, it comes with a large LED me-
dia screen to project up-to-the-minute
breaking news and other news-related im-
ages—the equivalent of a giant television
set facing the “nation’s Main Street.”

Designed by Polshek Partnership Ar-
chitects of New York, the Washington in-
carnation of the interactive “museum of
news” will have three times the amount of
exhibition space as the Newseum’s first
home in Rosslyn, which was closed in
March after a successful five-year run.

At least equally important as the added
space, however, is the location: Front and

center on the inaugural parade route,
close by major federal buildings and the
cultural institutions of the Mall, the plot
of land at Sixth Street NW and Pennsylva-
nia Avenue is of immense symbolic im-

pact.

“This site on Pennsylvania Avenue
really opens the door to educating mil-
lions of people over the next century
about the importance of the First Amend-
ment and a free press,” says Charles L.
Overby, chairman and CEO of the Free-
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